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W96-1215.  Staal, Harvey (1922-1999). 




 Harvey Staal, RCA minister and missionary, graduated from 
Hope College (1943) and the Western Theological Seminary.  Staal and 
his wife served in Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman and Lebanon.  In 1966, 
they returned to the U. S. for two years while Staal worked toward his 
doctorate in Arabic at the University of Utah.  In 1972, Staal became the 
first pastor of the Protestant Church in Muscat, Oman.  Staal later became 
pastor to the English-speaking congregation of the Community Church of Beirut.  His Utah 
doctoral theses, a modern Arabic translation of the Syriac text of Epistles and Acts, known as Mt. 
Sinai Arabia Codex 151, were later published as a scholarly book.  The Staal collection is ripe 
with materials describing missionary efforts in the strife-torn Middle East, as well as four 
decades of photographic slides. 
 
Accession No:  W96-1215 
Provenance:  Harvey Staal 
Donor:   Hilda Staal 
Photographs:  7,540 images (1 negative, 7,196 slides) 




 Harvey Staal, RCA minister and missionary, was born in Grand Rapids on January 17, 
1922, to John and Teressa Staal.  He graduated from Hope College in 1943 with an A.B., 
Western Theological Seminary in 1946 with a B.D., a master’s degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1956, and a Ph.D. from the University of Utah in 1968.  He was licensed by the 
Classis of Grand Rapids in 1946 and ordained by the Classis of Rochester, New York, that same 
year. 
Before entering missionary service, he served as pastor at the Reformed Church of 
Ontario in Webster, New York, from 1946-1949.  In 1949, he and his wife, Hilda, were sent as 
missionaries to what is now called the Persian Gulf area.  They served in Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Oman and Lebanon.  In 1966, they returned to the U. S. for two years while Staal worked toward 
his doctorate in Arabic at the University of Utah.  In 1972, Staal became the first pastor of the 
Protestant Church in Muscat, Oman.  The Staals’ work was instrumental in creating the first 
church built at Salalah, Oman.  In 1979, Staal was a scholar-in-residence at the Near East School 
of Theology in Beirut, but Middle East tensions compelled the Staals to prolong their 
forthcoming furlough.  They returned to Lebanon in 1982, Staal becoming pastor to the English-
speaking congregation of the Community Church of Beirut until leaving in 1987. 
 Harvey Staal passed away in Hudsonville, Michigan, on February 21, 1999. 
 
Scope and Content 
 





problems, and missionary work among Islamics.  Materials including microfilm of a Syrian text 
of the Epistles and Acts with Staal’s translation into modern Arabic represent Staal’s doctoral 
work.  There is also a later translation of the Gospel of Luke, researched at the Vatican.  Several 
liner feet of the collection store slide photographs of the Middle East from the 1960s through 






 Articles by Staal, 1946, 1951, 1964-1966, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1988, 1991 
 Ayia Napa Conference Center, Cyprus, 1979, n.d. 
 Benjamin Weir Kidnapping, 1985, n.d. 
 Bible Societies, 1987-1999, n.d. 
 Biographical, 1949, 1979, 1981, 1984, n.d. 
 Books 
  Mt. Sinai Arabic Codex 151 
   Bibliographical Notes, n.d. 
   Correspondence, 1973-1979, 1981-1985, n.d. (2 folders) 
   Notes and References, 1983-1984, n.d. 
   Research in Jerusalem, 1953, 1968, 1977, 1986, n.d. 
A Spiritual Legacy: Commentaries on John, Romans, Hebrews by Paul W. 
Harrison, 1993-1994 
Book Purchase Receipts, 1989, 1991, 1994 
Book Sales, 1986, 1990-1992 
 Christian Publications, 1989-1995 
 Community Church of Beirut 
  Pastoral Contract, 1980-1982 
  Sesquicentennial History, 1973 
 Conference of the Association of International Churches in Europe and the Middle 
East, 1986 
 Contacts in Iraq, 1977, 1979 
 Contribution to Reformed Church Handbook, 1997 
 Correspondence 
  1958-1997 (9 folders) 
  Arabian Mission Board, 1972, n.d. 
  Bailey, Kenneth E., 1986 
  Buteyn, John, 1977, 1979-1980 
  Christmas, 1994 
  Church Herald, 1983-1991 
  Henseler, Warren J., 1980-1988 (4 folders) 
  Holmes, Madeline, 1960-1985 
  H. S. Abu Daoud, 1969 
  Jungle Aviation and Radio Service, 1985-1989 
  Missionary Newsletters, 1953, 1963, 1980-1986 





  RCA Financial Issues, 1980-1989 
  Sultante of Oman, 1992 
  United Bible Societies, 1984-1990 (3 images) 
  United Missions in Iraq Reunion, 1990-1991 




Course Materials, Christian Faiths and Other faiths, 1988 
 CRC World Literature Committee, Arabic Literature Committee, 1988-1996 
 Damascus Visit and Contacts, 1980-1981 
 Diplomas (Facsimiles), 1943, 1956 
 Eighth Reformed Church, Wyoming, 1931, 1941, 1966, 1991 
 European Tour/Oberammergau Passion Play, 1984 
 Hamlin Hospital History, Arabian Mission, 1889-1909 
 Hope College, 1981, 1993, 1997-1998 
 “Ishmael, My Brother,” Biblical Training Course on Islam, 1987 
 John Beardslee Writings, 1982, n.d. 
 Joint Committee for the United Mission in Iraq, 1986-1987 
 Lee High School, 1989-1990 
 Life of Pastor Abdul Garabet, 1964, n.d. 
 Magazines 
  Arabia Calling, 1953-1956 
  Seedbed, 1987-1989 
 Manuscripts 
  Mylrea, Kuwait Before Oil: Memoirs…1945-1951, ca. 1951 
  Pennings, Translations of Hymns from the New Arabic Hymnal, n.d. 
  Van Engen, People of the Book: Christian Witness in Conversation with 
   Muslim People, 1988 
  Van Ess, History of the Arabian Mission, 1926-1957, ca. 1957 
 MECC/CCA Conference, 1986 
 Microfilm 
  Mt. Sinai Codex Arabia 151 
   Negative 
   Positive 
  Mt. Sinai Arabic 73 
 Middle East Research Association Essay Anthology, 1970 
 Middle East Reunion Conference, July 7-11, 1997 
 Mission and Evangelism Committee, 1994-1996 (1 image) 
 Muslim-Christian Appreciation Programs, 1980, 1985, n.d. 
 Near East School of Theology, 1979-1982 
 News Articles on Harvey and Hilda Staal, 1955-1994 
 Oman American Mission 100th Anniversary, 1981, 1993-1994 
 Pamphlets and Articles in Arabic, n.d. 
 Paper, Tanas, “Christian Zionism,” 1988 





 Pastoral Conference on the Church in the Gulf, 1984 




 Ph. D. Studies, University of Utah 
  Article, “Codex Sinai Arabia 151,” Festschrift for Dr. Atiya, n.d. 
  Commencement Program, 1968 
  Documentation, 1967-1968 
  First Christian Reformed Church Directory, 1967 
  Graphics, St. Catherine Monastery, Mt. Sinai, n.d. (10 images, 1 negative) 
  Photographs, Codex Sinai Arabia 151, n.d. (126 images) 
  Publication of Thesis, 1970-1972 
  Thesis, 1968 (bound) 
 Photographs 
  Family and Vacation, ca. 1938 (78 images) 
  From Commemorative Posters, 1939, ca. 1940-1987 (21 images) 
  Personal, 1967, 1979, 1985, 1988, n.d. (15 images) 
 Presbytery of the Evangelical Church in the Arabian Gulf, 1964-1965, n.d. 
 Project Sunshine El-Mushshriq Translation, 1986 
Protestant Church in Oman 
  Building Plans, 1974, n.d. 
  Correspondence and Minutes, 1978-1979 
  Promotional Material, 1975, n.d. 
 RCA 
Church Services, ca. 1991 
  General Program Committee Literature in the Middle East, n.d. 
  General Synod Certificate, 1988 
Middle East Mission 100th Anniversary 
   Correspondence, 1987-1989 
   Pictorial Booklet, 1988-1989 
  Missionary Handbook Revision, 1984 
  Missionary Spouse Employment Policy, 1983 
  Missions History Research, 1983, 1988-1989 
  Speakers Bureau Materials, 1987 
  Supporting Churches, Correspondence, 1969, 1971-1984 
  Task Force on the Future of World Missions, n.d. 
  Theological Commission Islamic Studies, 1989-1994 
  World Mission Reports, 1982, 1984 
 Reference Materials 
  Middle East 
   Arab Christianity, n.d. 
   Baha’i’ Faith, n.d. 
   Gulf War, 1990-1991, n.d. 
   Islam, 1982-1983, 1985, 1990, 1992-1993, n.d. 





   Israel, 1987, 1989, n.d. 
   Missionary Work, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1989-1993, n.d. 
    
Box 4 
 
 Reference Materials (cont.) 
  Middle East (cont.) 
Oman 
General, 1987, 1989, n.d. 
Newspapers, 1992 
   Palestinian Crisis, 1987-1989, 1996 
   Palestinian Refugee Photographs, 1982-1983 (28 images) 
   Syrian Orthodox Church, n.d. 
  Presentation and Essay Notes, 1993, n.d. 
 Reformed Missions Consultation, 1987-1992 
Reports 
  Ecumenical Institute for Advanced Theological Studies, 1979, n.d. 
  Middle East Council of Churches, “Christian Ministry in the Gulf Area,” 1979 
  Vander Berg, “Notes for the Study of Islam,” 1990 
 Research Papers 
  “Early Travelers in Iraq,” 1956 
  Scaphen, “Luther, The Product and Producer of his Age,” 1945 
 Speaking Engagements, 1985, 1987-1988, 1989-1991 (3 folders) 
 Sponsorship of Rashed Taher, 1985 
 Staal, Peter H, obituary, 1982 
 Theses 
  “The Findings as Megiddo and what they add to Biblical Knowledge,” 
   Western Theological Seminary, 1946 
  “The Most Ancient Arabic Text of the Epistle to the Philippians,” 
   University of Michigan, n.d. 
 United Bible Societies, 1977, 1976 
 WASAI Bible Society Scripture Translations, 1983 
Weekly Planners, 1997-1998 
 Western Theological Seminary, 1946 
 World Council of Churches Conference, 1986 
 Writings 
  Short Biblical Passages, n.d. 
  Translations of the Psalms from the Arabic, n.d. 
  Translations in Modern Arabic, Vatican Manuscript 18 
Complete, Holograph, n.d. 
    Complete, Typescript, n.d. 
    Luke 8:18-11:54, with Notes on Syrian Orthographical Characters,  
1980 
    Luke 8:54-21:15, n.d. 
    Luke 21:16-21:24, n.d. 





 Unknown Typescripts 
  In Arabic, n.d. 




 Photographic Slides (in binders) 
  Bahrain, 1961, 1963, 1968, 1984, 1986, 1990 (197 images) 
  Iraq, 1963-1964, n. d. (504 images) 
  Oman, 1972-1977, 1979, n.d. 
Binder 1 (540 images) 
Binder 2 (405 images) 
  Saudia Arabia, 1972-1973, 1977, 1979-1981, n.d. (337 images) 




 Photographic Slides (in binders) (cont.) 
  Maps, Christmas, Egypt, Iran, and Cyprus, 1963-1990, n.d. (665 images) 
  Lebanon and Chedred, 1980, 1982-1984, 1986, n.d. (557 images) 
  Kuwait, 1964-1966, 1984-1985, 1987-1988, 1992, n.d. (157 images) 
  Oman, Salalah, 1976-1979, n.d. (240 images) 
  Jordan and Palestine, 1964, n.d. (100 images) 




 Photographic Slides (in cabinets) 
  Chedred, Ammarah, Samarra, etc., 1961-1966, n.d. (210 images) 
  Chedred, USA Trip West, 1961-1990, n.d. (428 images) 
  Chedred, Bahrain, Pearl Diving, 1971, 1977, 1990, n.d. (450 images) 
  Lebanon, Syria, Kuwait, 1964-1983, n.d. (394 images) 





 Photographic Slides (in cabinets) (cont.) 
  Japan, Europe, 1976, 1978, 1980, n.d. (358 images) 
  Salalah, 1965, 1971-1973, 1975-1979, 1984, n.d. (439 images) 
  Iran, Egypt, Oman, 1969, n.d. (82 images) 
  Jordan, 1962, n.d. (99 images) 
  Saudi Arabia, 1986, n.d. (81 images) 
  Assorted Mission Images, 1963-1966, 1971, 1978, 1984 (49 images) 
  Middle Eastern Women, 1950, 1983, n.d. (42 images) 





  Family in Various Locations, 1963-1992, n.d. (99 images) 
  Various Middle Eastern Scenes and Groups, n.d. (122 images) 
Wood-mounted Photographs, Harvey Staal at St. Catherine’s Monastery, Mt. Sinai, ca. 
1982 (2 images) 
